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Flying Cows Announce Local Signings & Release 2026 Schedule 
Frederick County’s all time leading scorer & other local stars join the Flying Cows ahead of the 2026 season.  

Frederick, MD — The Frederick Flying Cows are proud to announce one of the biggest signings in team history — 
and one of the greatest basketball players ever produced in Frederick — Zach Thomas. 

Thomas, a Frederick County native from Oakdale High School in Ijamsville, Maryland, returns home as one of the 
most accomplished basketball products ever to come out of the region. At Oakdale, he finished as the all-time leading 
scorer in Frederick County history, surpassing 2,000 career points — an unprecedented milestone in local hoops 
history.  

After high school, Thomas starred at Bucknell University, where he became one of the Patriot League’s most 
decorated players. As a Bison, he was a two-time First-Team All-Patriot League selection and 2018 Patriot League 
Player of the Year, leading the league in both scoring and rebounding during his senior season. He also earned 
Associated Press Honorable Mention All-America honors and ranks among Bucknell’s all-time leaders in points and 
rebounds.  

Following his outstanding collegiate career, Thomas went undrafted in the 2018 NBA Draft but competed in NBA 
Summer League action with the Utah Jazz and Houston Rockets, showcasing his all-around game at the professional 
level. Thomas then embarked on a successful international career, playing professionally in Belgium with Okapi 
Aalstar, Italy’s VL Pesaro, Ukraine’s Budivelnyk, Poland’s Wilki Morskie Szczecin, Bisons Loimaa in Finland, 
Norrköping Dolphins in Sweden, and most recently with Keravnos in the Cypriot League. Throughout his overseas 
tenure, Thomas has demonstrated his scoring versatility, rebounding tenacity, and leadership at every stop.  

Most recently, Thomas transitioned to the coaching side of the game, spending time as a Graduate Assistant under 
Hall of Fame Coach, John Calipari, at the University of Kentucky and as a player development coach with the 
Charlotte Hornets of the NBA.  

"I'm incredibly excited not only to return to the court and compete for a championship here in Frederick, but also to 
come back home to the community that shaped me” says Thomas. “This is truly a full circle basketball moment. I'm 
looking forward to reconnecting with old friends, family, and giving back to the community that has always supported 
me. Together, we can build something special with the Frederick Flying Cows!" 

“Bringing Zach home is a huge moment for our organization” said Chris Jenkins, General Manager of the Frederick 
Flying Cows. “He’s a local star, but more importantly he’s the kind of player who represents what we’re building as we 
continue to cement our place in the Frederick community.”  

 

 



Zach is one of many 2026 signings with some hometown flavor for the Flying Cows, which has been a point of 
emphasis for the organization this off-season. In addition to Thomas, fellow Oakdale graduate and Hood College 
Alumni, Garrison Linton has joined the team, as announced in November.  

The Flying Cows have also signed Amir Harris, a Frederick native, who starred under new head coach, Dan Prete, at 
the St James School in Hagerstown. The defensive stopper returns home after competing collegiately at the 
University of Nebraska and George Washington University. Another local standout, Alani Moore II, a point guard from 
Clarksburg, Maryland, returns to play in Maryland after an extensive professional run overseas. A Temple University 
product, Moore adds experience, composure, and an elite scorer to the Flying Cows backcourt.  

In addition, the Cows have signed Zyon Smith, a player who recently relocated to Frederick, and recently re-signed 
DMV point guard Denmark Slay. Adding Thomas and these players into the mix of players returning from last season, 
such as league Co-MVP Javon Adams, Joe Bradshaw, Ronald Scott, Kyle Steward and others - the Cows are primed 
for a championship run in the 2026 campaign under Coach Prete.  

 

Flying Cows 2026 Season Schedule Announced  

In addition to exciting player announcements, the Flying Cows have released their full 2026 regular-season schedule 
and placed all game tickets on sale. The Flying Cows season will open at home on Sunday March 8th vs. the 
Reading Rebels (PA), followed by 11 additional home dates spread throughout March to May. All home games are 
played at the Woodsboro Bank Arena on the campus of Hood College.  

View the full schedule at https://goflyingcows.com/2026-schedule/ 

Season tickets, group outings, and single-game tickets are all available now. Full details on theme nights, promotions, 
and additional game information will be available on the Flying Cows website and social channels leading up to the 
season. 

For the latest Flying Cows news, tickets, and exclusive updates, visit goflyingcows.com or follow the team on social 
@goflyingcows. Media inquiries may be directed to chris.jenkins@goflyingcows.com. 
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